SOME NOTES ON  THE  PRIVATE LIFE
OF JOHN  STUART  MILL

WAS the private life of Mill on the whole praiseworthy,
or was much of his conduct in the highest degree repre-
hensible ? This is the kind of question which, where a
great man is concerned, must always be of vital interest.
We desire in our leaders that they should be good as well
as great, and it is only with a chill that we are able to
bear the shock of a contrary impression. We feel that if
they whose knowledge and depth or height of thought so
far exceeded our own capabilities were yet unable to obey
the promptings of conscience, or to keep even as straight
a course as the average, their intellectual superiority has
not been the boon to the human race that we had fancied
it, since it is counterbalanced by an evil example of con-
duct as far-reaching as was the inspiration of their genius.

When we inquire into the moral life of John Stuart
Mill we are faced by these questions: Was he an unduti-
ful and ungrateful son, and was he a treacherous friend ?
Was John Taylor's life robbed by him of its domestic
happiness, and was Mrs. James Mill unjustly deprived of
his filial love and kindness ?

The writer of this paper has an interest in desiring to
defend him from these accusations. Relationship to the
individual whose influence was so great upon his domestic
life, must make a favourable conclusion highly desirable
to her. Perhaps some prejudice may therefore have mixed
itself with many anxious thoughts and earnest investiga-
tions. She trusts this may not have wholly vitiated their
result, and claims at least some patient endurance of her
attempt at apology.together
